PREFACE

volume concludes the task which I undertook
JL more than twenty-two years ago, and which represents
the labour of a life-time, for ever since I began the study
of Persian in the summer of 1880, being then only eighteen
years of age, the desire to write a complete Literary History
of Persia has increasingly possessed me. The first instal-
ment, " from the earliest times until Firdawsf," carried the
history down to the early days of titxe eleventh century of
the Christian era, and was published in 1902 ; and the con-
tinuation, down to the Mongol Invasion in the middle of
the thirteenth century, in 1906, both these volumes being
published by Mr Fisher Unwin. Fourteen years elapsed
ere the third volume, entitled A History of Persian Litera-
ture under Tartar Dominion (A.D. 1265-1502}) saw the light.
The reasons which led me to issue it in a form and under a
title differing somewhat from its predecessors are explained
on p. viiS of the Preface, but essentially it constitutes the
third volume of the Literary History of Persia, just as this,
which deals with the last four centuries (A.D. 1500-1924),
andjs entitled, as foreshadowed in the same Preface (p. ix),
A History of Persian Literature in Modern Times', is to be
regarded as the fourth and last volume of the work.

Although I cannot regard this present volume as superior
to its three predecessors in form or interest, and am fully
aware of its defects, I think that it contains more new
matter and represents more original research than the
others. Owing to the opinion prevalent not only in Europe,
but to a considerable extent in Turkey and India also, that
poetry is the only department of Persian literature which
merits much attention, and that little poetry worth reading
has been produced since the time of Jdmf, the literature of
the last four centuries has been very much neglected, and